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  Niagara Peninsula 

Introduction 
I visited the Niagara peninsula often many years ago and knew that it was a magical 
place, and that there was far more of interest than just The Falls.  Ontario residents 
tend to avoid Niagara Falls now because its popularity has led to increasing 
congestion, but I decided it was time for a return visit – and this time I stayed a while, 
with an overnight in Niagara-on-the-Lake and overnights in Niagara Falls itself.  I 
travelled in a clockwise direction around the peninsula but have organized the photos 
here into themed sections. 

Obviously there is a section about Niagara Falls itself.  Commercial development, 
though significant, has been controlled and directed.  The Falls, the other popular 
natural attractions, a network of formal gardens and parks, and the 34-mile / 55-km 
scenic parkway along the Niagara River are all publicly owned, and are operated by a 
non-profit governmental agency. 

Niagara has long been important for more than just tourism.  Ever-larger Welland 
Canals have served Great Lakes shipping traffic since 1824.  Niagara's hydro-electric 
power gave the provincial economy a big boost, starting in the 1890s.  More recently 
the region's mild microclimate has hosted the development of a vibrant wine industry. 

Recent "America First" threats and aggressions have an unfortunately familiar ring 
here.  During the War of 1812 some of the bloodiest battles in Canadian history took 
place here, and reminders of the American attempt at annexation cover the peninsula. 

It was often cloudy or overcast but I enjoyed this visit, and I hope you do too. 



 

  Niagara Falls, NY 

  Buffalo 

  Fort Niagara 

Lake Ontario 

ONTARIO, 
CANADA 

Niagara River 

Lake Erie 

NEW YORK, 
USA 

Niagara Falls, ON 
-  Battle of Lundy's Lane  

Niagara Falls 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
   -  Fort Mississauga 
   -  Battles at Fort George 

Queenston   
-  Battle of Queenston Heights 

 
Chippawa 

-  Fort Chippawa 
-  Battle of Chippawa 

Fort Erie 
-  Battles at Fort Erie 

Welland Canal  
( St. Lawrence Seaway ) 

Whirlpool Rapids 

Toronto 

 Battle of Cook's Mills 

  Battle of Beaver Dams  

Generating Stations    Lock 3  
   

Niagara Peninsula 
  Visited Locations 
  Visited Wineries  

Redstone 
 

Tawse  

  Battle of Frenchman's Creek  



 

 Niagara Falls Welcome to the thundering beauty of Niagara Falls. 
   There's a lot to see here … 
 



 

 The Falls … and the Skylon Tower, rising 775 feet / 236 m above 
   the bottom of the Falls, is the perfect vantage point. 
 



 

 The Falls Niagara Falls consists of three waterfalls – the American Falls (left)  
   and the much smaller Bridal Veil Falls (right), both in the U.S., and … 
 



 

 The Falls … the Horseshoe Falls, mostly in Canada. 
   The Horseshoe Falls are a half mile wide, and drop 188 feet / 57 m. 
 



 

 The Falls The Niagara River drains Lake Erie into Lake Ontario.  The waterfalls 
   were created in the river as glaciers receded about 10,000 years ago. 
 



 

 The Falls The Niagara peninsula attracts more than 12 million visitors a year. 
    
 



 

 The Falls The flow would fill two Olympic swimming pools in one second. 
    
 



 

 The Falls The Falls have been gaining in fame ever since French explorer 
   Samuel de Champlain described them in his journals in 1604. 
 



 

 Hornblower Maid of the Mist sightseeing boats operate from the U.S, side. 
 Cruise Our Hornblower Niagara Cruise operates from the Canadian side. 
 



 

 Hornblower The Hornblower vessels, Niagara Thunder and Niagara Wonder,  
 Cruise are 86 foot / 26 m catamarans launched in 2014.  
 



 

 Hornblower Approaching the American Falls. 
 Cruise Each catamaran can carry 700 passengers. 
 



 

 Hornblower Approaching the Horseshoe Falls 
 Cruise  
 



 

 Hornblower Tourists have been treated to up-close boat rides since 1848. 
 Cruise  
 



 

 Hornblower Horseshoe Falls, with Table Rock Centre above 
 Cruise  
 



 

 Hornblower Rain capes are included in the ticket price. 
 Cruise Passengers are advised to have dry shoes waiting for afterwards. 
 



 

 Behind The Cave of the Winds adventure gets Americans close to their Falls, down  
 The Falls an elevator to wooden walkways that extend close to the Bridal Veil Falls. 
 



 

 Behind We get close to the Horseshoe Falls, descending 150 feet through 
 The Falls bedrock via an elevator from the Table Rock Complex (centre). 
 



 

 Behind Journey Behind The Falls features both observation decks and behind-the-falls 
 The Falls viewing portals.  The falling water is travelling at 40 mph / 65 km/hr. 
 



 

 Behind Rain ponchos are included in the ticket price. 
 The Falls Bring your own ear plugs. 
 



 

 Niagara Parks The land along the river on the Canadian side is all publicly owned parkland, 
 Commission operated by Ontario's self-financing Niagara Parks Commission. 
 



 

 Niagara Parks The Commission was founded in 1885 and charged with preserving and enhancing  
 Commission the natural beauty of Niagara Falls and the Niagara River corridor. 
 



 

 Niagara Parks Niagara Parks operates highly rated but affordable restaurants in strategic 
 Commission locations, with the profits helping to finance public park operations. 
 



 

 Oakes Garden Oakes Garden Theatre, opened in 1937, was a gift from Harry Oakes, 
 Theatre a mining entrepreneur and philanthropist, then living in Niagara Falls. 

 



 

 Oakes Garden The formal gardens offer visitors a view of the American 
 Theatre Falls and a tranquil escape in the heart of Niagara Falls. 

 



 

 Oakes Garden The designers of the Garden Theatre capitalized on the contours of the landscape  
 Theatre to create a covered walkway overlooking the central amphitheatre. 
 



 

 Clifton Hill The Clifton Hill amusement zone is for visitors looking for excitement – with haunted, 
  houses, wax museums, video arcades, indoor playlands, and 3D and 4D theatres. 
 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 Clifton Hill The Great Canadian Midway is here, the Niagara SkyWheel, go-carts, mini golf courses, 
  gift shops, bars, restaurants, and nightclubs.  Two huge casinos are nearby. 
 



 

 Niagara-on- Niagara-on-the-Lake, 12 miles north of the Falls, 
 the-Lake is quiet, cultured, and terminally pretty. 
 



 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 Niagara-on- Niagara-on-the-Lake features shops and restaurants in quaint 
 the-Lake colonial-style buildings, historical sites, and wineries. 
 



 

 Niagara-on- The Shaw Festival, featuring George Bernard Shaw and his period, is the  
 the-Lake second-largest repertory theatre company in North America (after Stratford). 



 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 Niagara-on- Niagara-in-the-Lake was the first capital of Upper Canada (now Ontario). 
 the-Lake It's ranked as Canada’s #1 Food & Wine Destination by TripAdvisor. 
 



 

 The Niagara The Niagara Parkway runs along the river between  
 Parkway Niagara-on-the-Lake in the north and Fort Erie in the south. 
 



 

The Niagara Parkway 
 
 
Winston Churchill called the Parkway 
"the prettiest Sunday drive in the world". 
 
The drive itself is scenic, but there are 
also special features along the way. 
 
Niagara Parks has an international 
reputation for horticultural excellence. 
 
The Niagara Parks School of Horticulture 
offers a diploma program in which 
students learn on a living campus, the 
Niagara Parks Botanical Gardens. 
 
 
The horticultural showcases and other 
attraction highlights on the Parkway 
between Queenston and Chippawa are 
shown on the map at the left, and brief 
visits to the red dot destinations follow. 
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 Floral The Floral Showhouse south of the Falls is an oasis featuring 
 Showhouse orchids, lilies, cyclamen, and other tropical species. 
 



 

 Floral The Showhouse also presents eight flower shows  
 Showhouse during the year reflecting the changing seasons. 
 



 

 Floral The Showhouse is surrounded by a rose garden, an artists garden, 
 Showhouse relaxing ponds, and a fragrant garden for the visually impaired. 
 



 

 Floral   
 Showhouse  
 



 

 Dufferin Dufferin Islands is a secluded 10-acre park 
 Islands that houses small, secluded islands. 
 



 

 Dufferin Wooden footbridges and paths connect the islands. 
 Islands  
 



 

 Dufferin The introduction of fish, bird feeding stations, and  
 Islands bird boxes has made this a popular area for wildlife. 
 



 

 Botanical The 100 acres / 40 hectares of the Niagara Parks Botanical Gardens are 
 Gardens a classroom for the School of Horticulture and a treat for visitors. 
 



 

 Botanical   
 Gardens  
 



 

 Butterfly Over 2000 butterflies from 60 species flourish in a tropical 
 Conservatory rainforest environment at the Butterfly Conservatory. 
 



 

 Floral Clock Niagara's Floral Clock was created in 1950 as Ontario Hydro's floral showpiece, 
   and is maintained jointly by Niagara Parks and Ontario's electrical utility. 
 



 

 Whirlpool A whirlpool is formed where the Niagara River turns abruptly and 
 Rapids the river escapes through the narrowest channel in the gorge. 
 



 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 Whirlpool The Whirlpool Aero Car has been giving adventurous visitors  
 Rapids bird's-eye views of the rapids and whirlpool since 1916. 
 



 

 Welland The Welland Canal runs parallel to the Niagara River, roughly  
 Canal 12 miles west, providing a shipping bypass around the Falls. 
 



 

 Welland The eight locks of the canal span the 326 foot / 100 m difference in 
 Canal elevation.  Lock 3 is in St. Catharines, towards the Lake Ontario end. 
 



 

 Welland The canal is a major part of the St. Lawrence Seaway system that permits 
 Canal oceangoing vessels to travel from the Atlantic Ocean to Lake Superior. 
 



 

 Canals The Welland Canals Centre features a maritime museum and 
 Centre an elevated viewing platform to watch ships navigate Lock 3. 
 



 

 Hydro-Electric Niagara's water power was first harnessed 
 Power to supply electricity to Buffalo in 1896. 
 



 

 Nikola Tesla The alternating current system pioneered by Nikola Tesla formed the basis for the 
  Buffalo project and allowed electricity to actually become a practical tool worldwide. 
 



 

 Nikola Tesla Tesla withstood vicious and dishonest attacks by Thomas Edison, but his system 
  proved superior.  This statue in Niagara Falls honours the Serbian-born inventor. 
 



 

 Early Hydro The Rankine Generating Station just above the Falls, the first Niagara power 
  plant on the Canadian side, opened in 1905 and operated until 2005. 
 



 

 Early Hydro Water diverted from the river rushed down 136-foot-deep shafts, turning 
  turbines connected by shafts to generators in this building at the surface. 
 



 

 Early Hydro The Toronto Power Generating Station (1906 -1974).  The Beaux-Arts architecture was 
  to show that this technology was not just modern, but dignified and progressive too. 
 



 

 Hydro Three Niagara generating stations, Sir Adam Beck #1 and #2 in Canada and Robert Moses 
 Today in the U.S., supply one quarter of all power used in Ontario and New York State. 
 



 

 Hydro Taken together these stations form the largest  
 Today source of hydro-electric power in North America. 
 



 

 Niagara The making of fine wines is newest major industry to emerge on the 
 Wineries Niagara Peninsula, which is now Canada's largest wine growing region. 
 



 

 Niagara Niagara is at the same latitude as southern France, and has a unique micro-climate 
 Wineries created by the ridges of the Niagara Escarpment and by Lake Ontario. 
 



 

 Niagara Prohibition and then conservative politics prevented the development of a wine industry 
 Wineries until 1975.  Then came the challenge of proving that fine wines could be produced here. 
 

Tawse Winery 



 

 Niagara The pioneers succeeded, and growth of the wine industry has been rapid  
 Wineries and dramatic.  Today there are roughly 100 wineries in the region. 
 

Konzelmann Estate Winery 



 

 Niagara You may have noticed an emphasis on fine architecture.  This young industry has 
 Wineries hired big name architects to show that it is dignified and progressive too. 
 

Redstone Winery 



 

 Niagara Niagara's wineries have established a Wine Route for connoisseurs  
 Wineries and tourists, and promote themselves with entertainment events. 
 

Jackson-Triggs Winery Amphitheatre 



The War of 1812 
The late 18th and early 19th century was an era of conflict.  A war between Great 
Britain and France raged between 1793 and 1815.  From the outbreak of the war 
Britain established a naval blockade to choke off trade with Napoleon.  The United 
States objected to this interference with its commerce, a series of violent incidents 
occurred, and on June 18, 1812, the Americans declared war on Great Britain. 

Historians debate whether the desire to annex some or all of British North America 
(Canada) was an objective when the war began, but it certainly became one shortly 
after.  The first invasion attempt was launched from Detroit on July 12, less than a 
month after the declaration of war. 

From time to time the war between the United States and Britain extended down the 
eastern seaboard, but there were constant actions along the northern border.  Over 
the period from 1812 through 1814 there were multiple attacks in the Detroit area, 
along the St. Lawrence River, and on Lakes Erie and Ontario, but the bloodiest battles 
occurred along the Niagara Frontier. 

U.S. leaders assumed that Canada could be easily overrun.  Former President 
Jefferson optimistically referred to the conquest of Canada as "a matter of marching".  
It was true that Britain was preoccupied with Napoleon in Europe and could not mount 
a major offensive in North America, but the Americans misread the loyalties, 
concerns, and determination of the civilian population and their First Nations allies. 

This section contains images from War of 1812 locations along the Niagara River. 
If you're not into wars, you can skip ahead to "Night Lights" at page 93. 
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 War of 1812 The Niagara frontier is a natural conflict point.  The border runs along the Niagara River 
 Niagara for about 36 miles / 58 km, and the river is relatively easy to cross.  Both sides built forts 
 Frontier on the river – Fort George and Fort Erie (British) and Fort Niagara (American). 



 

 War of 1812 The Americans crossed at Queenston on October 13, 1812 and were eventually 
 Queenston defeated by British regulars, militiamen, and First Nations warriors.  1000 Americans 
 Heights were taken prisoner, killed or wounded, versus 105 on the other side. 
 



 

 War of 1812 Although the British and Canadian forces won the Battle of Queenston Heights, they 
 Queenston also lost.  The British commander, Major General Isaac Brock, who had been decisively 
 Heights successful against the Americans at Detroit, was killed while leading a charge. 
 

Brock's Monument 



 

 War of 1812 Brock remains one the main heroes of the war.  His death and the British victory had 
 Queenston a fortifying effect on the civilian population, which had started the war with both doubt 
 Heights and apathy about any possible success against the mighty southern neighbour and foe. 
 



 

 War of 1812 On November 28, 1812, the Americans crossed at Frenchman's Creek to destroy guns 
 Frenchman's and an important bridge, but British troops from Fort Erie counterattacked successfully. 
 Creek The Americans withdrew and cancelled the larger invasion planned for the end of 1812. 
 



 

 War of 1812 Fort George, strategically located where the Niagara River meets Lake Ontario, 
 Fort George was the largest on the peninsula.  The fort's outer defenses included six large 
  bastions and a palisade wall encircled by a dry ditch. 
 



 

 War of 1812 Fort George was the British command centre on the peninsula.  Log blockhouses, 
 Fort George kitchens, a hospital, workshops, barracks, officers' quarters and a stone powder  
  magazine were constructed inside the walls. 
 



 

 War of 1812 The Americans began 1813 with a successful attack on York (now Toronto) and then 
 Fort George turned their attention to the Niagara Peninsula, bombarding Fort George on May 25 
  and taking possession of what remained of it on May 27. 
 



 

 War of 1812 However, following defeats elsewhere on the peninsula during the summer of 1813, the 
 Fort George Americans abandoned Fort George on December 10, and returned to the U.S. side, but 
  not before destroying the civilian homes of the town of Niagara (now Niagara-on-the-Lake). 
 



 

 War of 1812 Fort George remained in British hands for the rest of the war, but it was later abandoned 
 Fort George in favour of Fort Mississauga and other facilities.  The Fort George we see today is 
  a 1930s reconstruction of the pre-1812 appearance of the fort. 
 



 

 War of 1812 Fort Mississauga was built at the mouth of the Niagara River 
 Fort George between 1814 and 1816 to prevent vessels from coming up the river. 
 Replacement The block house is the only building of the original fort to survive. 
 



 

 War of 1812 At the Battle of Beaver Dams on June 24, 1813, an American detachment was surrounded 
 Beaver Dams by First Nations warriors and forced to surrender.  Much credit for the victory goes to 
  Laura Secord, who had walked 20 miles / 32 km to warn of an impending attack. 
 

Laura Secord Monument 
Queenston Heights 



 

 War of 1812 Laura Secord is remembered as a major Canadian heroine of the War of 1812.  The 
 Beaver Dams Secord homestead in Queenston was damaged during the war but was restored in 
  the late 20th century and is now open as a museum. 
 



 

 War of 1812 In December 2013, having failed to secure a foothold in Upper Canada (now  
 Fort Niagara Ontario), the Americans returned to the U.S.  British forces reclaimed Fort George, 
  crossed the river, took Fort Niagara, and in turn burned four U.S. towns. 
 



 

 War of 1812 Fort Erie, positioned where Lake Erie drains into the Niagara River and opposite 
 Fort Erie Buffalo, was the other large British fort on the peninsula.  The wooden buildings 
  of the 1795 fort were being replaced with flintstone when the war broke out. 
 



 

 War of 1812 After the fall of Fort George the British withdrew from the peninsula and Fort Erie 
 Fort Erie was held by the Americans for a while, but they withdrew in December 1813, and 
  the British regained possession. 
 



 

 War of 1812 On July 3, 1814 the Americans attacked and took Fort Erie again, and used it as a 
 Fort Erie base for attacks that summer.  They prevailed at Chippawa but were defeated at 
  Lundy's Lane, and withdrew back to Fort Erie. 
 



 

 War of 1812 On July 5, 1814, a British, Canadian, and Aboriginal force of 2,000 was defeated by an  
 Chippawa American army of 3,500 at the Battle of Chippawa, about 12 miles / 20 km north of Fort 
  Erie.  600 British were killed, 350 Americans.  The British retreated towards Queenston. 
 



 

 War of 1812 The Battle of Lundy's Lane at Niagara Falls is considered the bloodiest battle of the 
 Lundy's Lane War of 1812.  It was fought on July 25, 1814, mainly during the night, by 5000 American 
   and 2,200 British, Canadian militia, and First Nations fighters. 
 



 

 War of 1812 The bloody battle was a tactical draw.  By morning both sides were exhausted and unable 
 Lundy's Lane to continue the slaughter.  The British had over 800 casualties, the Americans over 860. 
  The Americans withdrew to Fort Erie, burning the small town of Bridgewater on the way. 
 



 

 War of 1812 The Americans successfully withstood a British attack on Fort Erie on August 15, 
 Fort Erie with over 900 of the attackers killed, wounded, or missing.  But the Americans were 
   defeated at Cook's Mills on October 19, in the last fight of the war in Upper Canada. 
 



 

 War of 1812 On November 5, 1814, the Americans returned to the U.S. to defend Buffalo, 
 Fort Erie destroying Fort Erie in their wake.  The fort we see today is a reconstruction 
   of Fort Erie as it was in the 1812-1814 period, built between 1937 and 1939. 
 



 
The War of 1812:  Conclusion 

The war ended when things changed in Europe.  Once Napoleon had been forced to 
abdicate Britain no longer needed the blockade which had led to the war, and could 
then deploy its navy to put pressure on U.S. commerce.  But the war was costly and 
unpopular on both sides, and it ended on December 24, 1814, with the signing of the 
Treaty of Ghent.  The terms called for all occupied territory to be returned, and the 
prewar boundary between Canada and the United States to be restored.  Nothing 
changed. 

Americans have long claimed victory.  They won a battle after the war was over that 
was viewed as having restored national honour. 

In Canada the successful fight by British, English- and French-Canadian and First 
Nations allies to resist would-be American conquerors set the stage for the creation of 
a unified and independent nation a half-century later.  And at least some U.S. 
historians now argue that "ultimately, Canada and Canadians won the War of 1812." 

“If the conquest of Canada had not been an American objective when the war 
began, it surely had become such shortly after it opened….  Not only did the 
colony remain intact: It had acquired heroes, British and French, and a narrative 
of plucky defense against foreign invasion, that helped carry it to nationhood.”  

Sadly, both sides lost.  Towns and villages were destroyed on both sides.  Roughly 
15,000 Americans died as a result of the war.  Roughly 8,600 British and Canadian 
soldiers died from battle or disease.  The losses among Native American tribes were 
not counted, nor were Canadian civilian casualties. 

The populations close to the border have lived in peace with each other ever since. 



 

 Night Lights This is not a fort or a castle.  It's one of the  
   lighting arrays for illuminating the Falls at night. 
 



 

 Night Lights Nighttime illumination has been a regular feature since 1925. 
    
 



 

 Night Lights New LED technology installed in 2014 is brighter … 
    
 



 

 Night Lights … and more colourful too. 
    
 



 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 Night Lights Illumination starts at dusk and runs until 2 a.m. 
    
 



 

 Night Lights I don't know when or if Clifton Hill shuts down. 
   'Nite. 
 



 

<  End  > 
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